
Federal statutory law (28 USC § 1738) provides that: 

Such Acts, records and judicial proceedings or copies thereof, so authenticated, shall have the same 

full faith and credit in every court within the United States and its Territories and Possessions as 

they have by law or usage in the courts of such State, Territory or Possession from which they are 

taken. (June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 947.) 

The Judiciary Act of 1789, which established an additional oath taken by federal judges: 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I will administer justice without respect to persons, and do 

equal right to the poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and 

perform all the duties incumbent on me, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, 

agreeably to the Constitution, and laws of the United States. [So help me God.] 

Federal Judiciary Oaths: 

In the United States, federal judges are required to take two oaths. The first oath is this: 

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will administer justice without respect to persons, 

and do equal right to the poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge 

and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as (office) under the Constitution and laws of the 

United States. [So help me God.] 28 U.S.C. § 453, Oaths of justices and judges. 

The second is the same oath that members of Congress take: 

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance 

to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; 

and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. 

[So help me God.] 5 U.S.C. § 3331, Oath of Office.  

 


