
 

 

 

A CONTROLLING CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION 

Taxing and Spending Clause – The “Authority of Law”  
The United States Constitution, Article I, Section 8, Clause 1  
 

This case, inter alia, involves the proper application or interpretation of legal principles of taxation. The 

Sixteenth Amendment and Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 (Taxing and Spending Clause) are the sources 

of congressional authority to levy and collect taxes pursuant to constitutional limitations or restrictions.  

 

 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 (Taxing and Spending Clause) 

 
The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to 

pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United 

States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 
emphasis added 

The Taxing and Spending Clause (which contains provisions known as the General Welfare Clause and the 

Uniformity Clause), Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution, grants the federal government 

of the United States its power of taxation. While authorizing Congress to levy and collect taxes this clause permits 

the levying of taxes for two purposes only: to pay the debts of the United States, and to provide for the 

common defense and general welfare of the United States. Taken together, these purposes have traditionally 

been held to imply and to constitute the federal government's taxing and spending power.


