
  

“This power can as readily be employed against one class of individuals and in favor of another, 

so as to ruin the one class and give unlimited wealth and prosperity to the other, if there is no 

implied limitation of the uses for which the power may be exercised.” Emphasis added 

“To lay with one hand the power of the government on the property of the citizen, and with the 

other to bestow it upon favored individuals to aid private enterprises and build up private fortunes, 

is nonetheless a robbery because it is done under the forms of law and is called taxation. This is 

not legislation. It is a decree under legislative forms. Nor is it taxation.” Emphasis added  

“A ‘tax,’ says Webster's Dictionary, ‘is a rate or sum of money assessed on the person or property 

of a citizen by government for the use of the nation or state.’ ‘Taxes are burdens or charges 

imposed by the legislature upon persons or property to raise money for public purposes.’ 

[Footnote 6]” Emphasis added 

“Among these is the limitation of the right of taxation, that it can only be used in aid of a public 

object, an object which is within the purpose for which governments are established.” 

“It cannot, therefore, be exercised in aid of enterprises strictly private, for the benefit of 

individuals, though in a remote or collateral way the local public may be benefited thereby.” 

Page 87 U. S. 656. Emphasis added 
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“There is no such thing in the theory of our governments, state and national, as unlimited power in any of their 

branches. The executive, the legislative, and the judicial departments are all of limited and defined powers.” 

Coulter, J., in Northern Liberties v. St. John's Church, [Footnote 7] says, very forcibly… 

"I think the common mind has everywhere taken in the understanding that taxes are a public imposition, levied by 

authority of the government for the purpose of carrying on the government in all its machinery and operations -- 

that they are imposed for a public purpose."

 

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/87/655/case.html#F6
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