CONTROLLING CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES, PURPOSES & PRACTICES
“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” - The Chief Cornerstone of Our Nation

The Preambles of 50 State Constitutions for the United States of America

“In God We Trust”…
A Divine Deity creating perfect reason… not a particular religion
Our worldly approach for life, liberty & the pursuit of happiness as The Way, The Truth & The Life in America

Alabama 1901, Preamble. We the people of the State of Alabama, in order to establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,
invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty God, do ordain and establish the following
Constitution and form of government for the State of Alabama.
Alaska 1956, Preamble. We the people of Alaska, grateful to God and to those who founded our
nation and pioneered this great land, in order to secure and transmit to succeeding generations
our heritage of political, civil, and religious liberty within the Union of States, do ordain and
establish this constitution for the State of Alaska.
Arizona 1911, Preamble. We the people of the State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God for our
liberties, do ordain this Constitution.
Arkansas 1874, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for
the privilege of choosing our own form of government; for our civil and religious liberty; and
desiring to perpetuate its blessings, and secure the same to ourselves and posterity; do ordain and
establish this Constitution.

California 1879, Preamble. We, the People of the State of California, grateful to Almighty God
for our freedom, in order to secure and perpetuate its blessings, do establish this Constitution.
Colorado 1876, Preamble. We, the people of Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme
Ruler of the Universe, in order to form a more independent and perfect government; establish
justice; insure tranquility; provide for the common defense; promote the general welfare and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
constitution for the "State of Colorado".
Connecticut 1818, Preamble. THE people of Connecticut, acknowledging, with gratitude, the
good providence of God, in having permitted them to enjoy a free government, do, in order more
effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the liberties, rights, and privileges which they have
derived from their ancestors, hereby, after a careful consideration and revision, ordain and
establish the following constitution and form of civil government.
Delaware 1897, Preamble. Through Divine goodness, all people have by nature the rights of
worshiping and serving their Creator according to the dictates of their consciences, of enjoying
and defending life and liberty, of acquiring and protecting reputation and property, and in general
of obtaining objects suitable to their condition, without injury by one to another; and as these
rights are essential to their welfare, for due exercise thereof, power is inherent in them; and
therefore all just authority in the institutions of political society is derived from the people, and
established with their consent, to advance their happiness; and they may for this end, as
circumstances require, from time to time, alter their Constitution of government.
Florida 1885, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Florida, grateful to Almighty God for our
constitutional liberty, in order to secure its blessings and to form a more perfect government,
insuring domestic tranquility, maintaining public order, and guaranteeing equal civil and political
rights to all, do ordain and establish this Constitution.
Georgia 1777, Preamble. To perpetuate the principles of free government, insure justice to all,
preserve peace, promote the interest and happiness of the citizen and of the family, and transmit
to posterity the enjoyment of liberty, we the people of Georgia, relying upon the protection and
guidance of Almighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitution.
Hawaii 1978, Preamble. We, the people of Hawaii, grateful for Divine Guidance, and mindful
of our Hawaiian heritage and uniqueness as an island State, dedicate our efforts to fulfill the
philosophy decreed by the Hawaii State motto, "Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka pono." We reserve
the right to control our destiny, to nurture the integrity of our people and culture, and to
preserve the quality of life that we desire. We reaffirm our belief in a government of the
people, by the people and for the people, and with an understanding and compassionate heart
toward all the peoples of the earth, do hereby ordain and establish this constitution for the
State of Hawaii.
Idaho 1889, Preamble. We, the people of the state of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our
freedom, to secure its blessings and promote our common welfare do establish this Constitution.

Illinois 1870, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Illinois - grateful to Almighty God for the
civil, political and religious liberty which He has permitted us to enjoy and seeking His blessing
upon our endeavors - in order to provide for the health, safety and welfare of the people; maintain
a representative and orderly government; eliminate poverty and inequality; assure legal, social
and economic justice; provide opportunity for the fullest development of the individual; insure
domestic tranquility; provide for the common defense; and secure the blessings of freedom and
liberty to ourselves and our posterity - do ordain and establish this Constitution
for the State of Illinois.
Indiana 1851, Preamble. TO THE END, that justice be established, public order maintained, and
liberty perpetuated; WE, the People of the State of Indiana, grateful to ALMIGHTY GOD for the
free exercise of the right to choose our own form of government, do ordain this Constitution.
Iowa 1857, Preamble. WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme
Being for the blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a continuation
of those blessings, do ordain and establish a free and independent government, by the name of
the State of Iowa, the boundaries whereof shall be as follows:
Kansas 1859, Preamble. We, the people of Kansas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and
religious privileges, in order to insure the full enjoyment of our rights as American citizens, do
ordain and establish this constitution of the state of Kansas, with the following boundaries, to wit:
Beginning at a point on the western boundary of the state of Missouri, where the thirty-seventh
parallel of north latitude crosses the same; thence running west on said parallel to the twenty-fifth
meridian of longitude west from Washington; thence north on said meridian to the fortieth parallel
of north latitude; thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of the state of Missouri;
thence south with the western boundary of said state to the place of beginning.
Kentucky 1891, Preamble. We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to
Almighty God for the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy, and invoking the continuance
of these blessings, do ordain and establish this Constitution.
Louisiana 1921, Preamble. We, the people of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty God for the civil,
political, economic, and religious liberties we enjoy, and desiring to protect individual rights to
life, liberty, and property; afford opportunity for the fullest development of the individual; assure
equality of rights; promote the health, safety, education, and welfare of the people; maintain a
representative and orderly government; ensure domestic tranquility; provide for the common
defense; and secure the blessings of freedom and justice to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain
and establish this constitution.
Maine 1820, Preamble. We the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, insure tranquility,
provide for our mutual defense, promote our common welfare, and secure to ourselves and our
posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign
Ruler of the Universe in affording us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, imploring
God's aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves into a free and
independent State, by the style and title of the State of Maine and do ordain and establish the
following Constitution for the government of the same.

Maryland 1776, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God
for our civil and religious liberty, and taking into our serious consideration the best means of
establishing a good Constitution in this State for the sure foundation and more permanent security
thereof, declare:
Massachusetts 1780, Preamble. The end of the institution, maintenance, and administration of
government is to secure the existence of the body-politic, to protect it, and to furnish the individuals
who compose it with the power of enjoying, in safety and tranquillity, their natural rights and the
blessings of life; and whenever these great objects are not obtained the people have a right to alter
the government, and to take measures necessary for their safety, prosperity, and happiness.
The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals; it is a social compact by
which the whole people covenants with each citizen and each citizen with the whole people that
all shall be governed by certain laws for the common good. It is the duty of the people, therefore,
in framing a constitution of government, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, as well
as for an impartial interpretation and a faithful execution of them; that every man may, at all
times, find his security in them.
We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the goodness of
the great Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course of His providence, an
opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprise, of entering into an
original, explicit, and solemn compact with each other, and of forming a new constitution of civil
government for ourselves and posterity; and devoutly imploring His direction in so interesting a
design, do agree upon, ordain, and establish the following declaration of rights and frame of
government as the constitution of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Michigan 1909, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for
the blessings of freedom, and earnestly desiring to secure these blessings undiminished to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution.
Minnesota, 1857, Preamble. We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our
civil and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to ourselves
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution.
Mississippi 1890, Preamble. We, the people of Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful to
Almighty God, and invoking his blessing on our work, do ordain and establish this constitution.
Missouri 1845, Preamble. We the people of Missouri, with profound reverence for the Supreme
Ruler of the Universe, and grateful for His goodness, do establish this constitution for the better
government of the state.
Montana 1889, Preamble. We the people of Montana grateful to God for the quiet beauty of our
state, the grandeur of our mountains, the vastness of our rolling plains, and desiring to improve
the quality of life, equality of opportunity and to secure the blessings of liberty for this and future
generations do ordain and establish this constitution.

Nebraska 1875, Preamble. We, the people, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, do ordain
and establish the following declaration of rights and frame of government, as the Constitution of
the State of Nebraska
Nevada 1864, Preamble. We the people of the State of Nevada Grateful to Almighty God for our
freedom in order to secure its blessings, insure domestic tranquility, and form a more perfect
Government, do establish this CONSTITUTION.
New Hampshire 1792, Part I. Art. I. Sec. V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable
right to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience.
New Jersey 1844, Preamble. We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to Almighty God
for the civil and religious liberty which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him
for a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and transmit the same unimpaired to succeeding
generations, do ordain and establish this Constitution
New Mexico 1911, Preamble. We, the people of New Mexico, grateful to Almighty God for the
blessings of liberty, in order to secure the advantages of a state government, do ordain and
establish this constitution.
New York 1846, Preamble. WE, THE PEOPLE of the state of New York, grateful to Almighty
God for our freedom, in order to secure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION
North Carolina 1868, Preamble. We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to
Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the
existence of our civil, political and religious liberties, and acknowledging our dependence upon
Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our posterity, do, for the more certain security
thereof and for the better government of this State, ordain and establish this Constitution.
North Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people of North Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for the
blessings of civil and religious liberty, do ordain and establish this constitution.
Ohio 1851, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for our
freedom, to secure its blessings and promote our common welfare, do establish this Constitution.
Oklahoma 1907, Preamble. Invoking the guidance of Almighty God, in order to secure and
perpetuate the blessing of liberty; to secure just and rightful government; to promote our mutual
welfare and happiness, we, the people of the State of Oklahoma, do ordain and establish this
Constitution.
Oregon 1857, Bill of Rights, Article I. Section 2. All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their consciences
Pennsylvania 1776, Preamble. WE, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, grateful
to Almighty God for the blessings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly invoking His guidance,
do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Rhode Island 1842, Preamble. WE, the people of the State of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations, grateful to Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He hath so long
permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and to
transmit the same, unimpaired, to succeeding generations, do ordain and establish this
Constitution of government.
South Carolina, 1778, Preamble. We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention
assembled, grateful to God for our liberties, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
preservation and perpetuation of the same.
South Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for
our civil and religious liberties, in order to form a more perfect and independent government,
establish justice, insure tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare
and preserve to ourselves and to our posterity the blessings of liberty, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the state of South Dakota.
Tennessee 1796, Art. XI.III. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship
Almighty God according to the dictates of their conscience...
Texas 1845, Preamble. We, the people of the republic of Texas, acknowledging with gratitude
the grace and beneficence of God, in permitting us to make a choice of our form of government,
do, in accordance with the provisions of the joint resolution for annexing Texas to the United
States, approved March first, one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, ordain and establish this
constitution
Utah 1896, Preamble. Grateful to Almighty God for life and liberty, we, the people of Utah, in
order to secure and perpetuate the principles of free government, do ordain and establish this
CONSTITUTION.
Vermont 1777, Preamble. Whereas, all government ought to be instituted and supported, for the
security and protection of the community, as such, and to enable the individuals who compose it,
to enjoy their natural rights, and the other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed
upon man; and whenever those great ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right,
by common consent, to change it, and take such measures as to them may appear necessary to
promote their safety and happiness.
Virginia 1776, Bill of Rights, SEC. 16. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator,
and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or
violence; and therefore all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to
the dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance,
love, and charity towards each other.
Washington 1889, Preamble. We the People of the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme
Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do ordain this Constitution

West Virginia 1872, Preamble. Since through Divine Providence we enjoy the blessings of
civil, political and religious liberty, we, the people of West Virginia, in and through the
provisions of this Constitution, reaffirm our faith in and constant reliance upon God and seek
diligently to promote, preserve and perpetuate good government in the state of West Virginia for
the common welfare, freedom and security of ourselves and our posterity.
Wisconsin 1848, Preamble. WE, THE PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN, GRATEFUL TO ALMIGHTY GOD FOR
OUR FREEDOM, IN ORDER TO SECURE ITS BLESSINGS, FORM A MORE PERFECT GOVERNMENT, INSURE
DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY AND PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE, DO ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION.

Wyoming 1890, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil,
political and religious liberties, and desiring to secure them to ourselves and perpetuate them to
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

"Those people who will not be governed by God will be ruled by tyrants." - William Penn

Blessed is the Nation whose God is the LORD, the
people he chose for his inheritance. Psalm 33:12

