
 

Law provides in part, commands, consequences and convictions based 

on the power, force and jurisdiction of our faith in a system of justice. 

Whereas 

Religion provides in part, choices, conveniences and convictions based 

on the power, force and jurisdiction of a belief in our own justifications. 

Whereas 

Law Respecting an Establishment of Religion provides…both! 

 

[Enactments of Law &/or Application of Internal Revenue Laws] (“[THE CODE]”) 



U.S. Code › Title 26 › Subtitle F › Chapter 68 › Subchapter B › Part I › § 6702 

26 U.S. Code § 6702 - Frivolous tax submissions 

(a) Civil penalty for frivolous tax returns  

A person shall pay a penalty of $5,000 if—  

(1) such person files what purports to be a return of a tax imposed by this title but which—  

(A) does not contain information on which the substantial correctness of the self-assessment may 

be judged, or  

(B) contains information that on its face indicates that the self-assessment is substantially 

incorrect, and  

(2) the conduct referred to in paragraph (1)—  

(A) is based on a position which the Secretary has identified as frivolous under subsection (c), or  

(B) reflects a desire to delay or impede the administration of Federal tax laws.  

(b) Civil penalty for specified frivolous submissions  

(1) Imposition of penalty  

Except as provided in paragraph (3), any person who submits a specified frivolous submission 

shall pay a penalty of $5,000.  

(2) Specified frivolous submission  

For purposes of this section—  

(A) Specified frivolous submission  

The term “specified frivolous submission” means a specified submission if any portion of such 

submission—  

(i) is based on a position which the Secretary has identified as frivolous under subsection (c), or  

(ii) reflects a desire to delay or impede the administration of Federal tax laws.  

(B) Specified submission  

The term “specified submission” means—  

(i) a request for a hearing under—  

(I) section 6320 (relating to notice and opportunity for hearing upon filing of notice of lien), or  

(II) section 6330 (relating to notice and opportunity for hearing before levy), and  

(ii) an application under—  

(I) section 6159 (relating to agreements for payment of tax liability in installments),  

(II) section 7122 (relating to compromises), or  

(III) section 7811 (relating to taxpayer assistance orders).  

(3) Opportunity to withdraw submission  

If the Secretary provides a person with notice that a submission is a specified frivolous 

submission and such person withdraws such submission within 30 days after such notice, the 

penalty imposed under paragraph (1) shall not apply with respect to such submission.  

(c) Listing of frivolous positions  

The Secretary shall prescribe (and periodically revise) a list of positions which the Secretary has 

identified as being frivolous for purposes of this subsection. The Secretary shall not include in 

such list any position that the Secretary determines meets the requirement of section 6662 

(d)(2)(B)(ii)(II).  

(d) Reduction of penalty  
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The Secretary may reduce the amount of any penalty imposed under this section if the Secretary 

determines that such reduction would promote compliance with and administration of the Federal 

tax laws.  

(e) Penalties in addition to other penalties  

The penalties imposed by this section shall be in addition to any other penalty provided by law.  

 

Source  

(Added Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 326(a),Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 617; amended Pub. L. 109–432, 

div. A, title IV, § 407(a),Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 2960.)  

 

Amendments 

 

2006—Pub. L. 109–432amended section catchline and text generally, substituting provisions 

relating to civil penalties for frivolous tax returns and submissions, listing of frivolous positions, 

reduction of penalty to promote compliance with tax laws, and application of other penalties, 

consisting of subsecs. (a) to (e), for provisions relating to civil penalty for frivolous tax returns 

and application of other penalties, consisting of subsecs. (a) and (b).  

 

Effective Date of 2006 Amendment 

 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–432applicable to submissions made and issues raised after the date 

on which the Secretary first prescribes a list under subsec. (c) of this section, see section 407(f) 

ofPub. L. 109–432, set out as a note under section 6320 of this title.  

 

Effective Date 

 

Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 326(c),Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 617, provided that: “The amendments 

made by this section [enacting this section] shall apply with respect to documents filed after the 

date of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 3, 1982].” 

 

Written determinations for this section 

These documents, sometimes referred to as "Private Letter Rulings", are taken from the IRS 

Written Determinations page; the IRS also publishes a fuller explanation of what they are and 

what they mean. The collection is updated (at our end) daily. It appears that the IRS updates their 

listing every Friday. 

Note that the IRS often titles documents in a very plain-vanilla, duplicative way. Do not assume 

that identically-titled documents are the same, or that a later document supersedes another 

with the same title. That is unlikely to be the case. 

Release dates appear exactly as we get them from the IRS. Some are clearly wrong, but we 

have made no attempt to correct them, as we have no way guess correctly in all cases, and do not 

wish to add to the confusion.  
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We truncate results at 20000 items. After that, you're on your own.  

• What Constitutes : 2015-03-27  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2015-01-09  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2013-11-29  

• Limitations on Assessment and Collection (Barred v. Not Barred) : 2013-11-29  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2011-07-22  

• What Constitutes : 2011-01-21  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2005-07-01  

• What Constitutes : 2005-03-25  

• Fraud--Exception to Period of Limitations (See Also 6653.03-00) : 2005-03-25  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2005-03-25  

• No Interest Until Return in Processible Form : 2005-03-25  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2005-01-28  

• No Interest Until Return in Processible Form : 2005-01-28  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2005-01-28  

• What Constitutes : 2005-01-28  

• Action for Recovery of Erroneous Refunds : 2005-01-28  

• What Constitutes : 2005-01-21  

• Fraud--Exception to Period of Limitations (See Also 6653.03-00) : 2005-01-21  

• Action for Recovery of Erroneous Refunds : 2005-01-21  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2005-01-21  

• No Interest Until Return in Processible Form : 2005-01-21  

• Intent v. No Intent to Defraud : 2005-01-21  

• Understatement of Taxpayer's Liability by Income Tax Return Preparer : 2005-01-21  

• What Constitutes : 2005-01-14  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2005-01-14  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2004-12-17  

• Signature : 2004-12-17  

• Action to Enjoin Income Tax Return Preparers : 2004-12-17  

• What Constitutes : 2004-12-17  

• Action to Enjoin Promoters of Abusive Tax Shelters, Etc. : 2004-12-17  

• Verification of Returns : 2004-12-17  

• General Requirement of Return, Statement, or List : 2002-10-18  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2002-10-18  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2001-08-31  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2001-04-06  

• Abatement of Interest : 2001-04-06  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2001-02-16  

• Person Liable : 2001-01-12  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2001-01-12  

• Frivolous Income Tax Return : 2000-09-01  

LII has no control over and does not endorse any external Internet site that contains links to or 

references LII. 
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