
 
 

 

The Constitution of the United States was ordained and established not by the States in their 
sovereign capacities, but emphatically, as the preamble of the Constitution declares, by "the people 
of the United States." There can be no doubt that it was competent to the people to invest the 
general government  
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with all the powers which they might deem proper and necessary, to extend or restrain these powers 
according to their own good pleasure, and to give them a paramount and supreme authority. 

These deductions do not rest upon general reasoning, plain and obvious as they seem to be. They 
have been positively recognized by one of the articles in amendment of the Constitution, which 
declares that 

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. " 
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The government, then, of the United States can claim no powers which 
are not granted to it by the Constitution, and the powers actually granted, 
must be such as are expressly given, or given by necessary implication. 
On the other hand, this instrument, like every other grant, is to have a reasonable construction, 
according to the import of its terms, and where a power is expressly given in general terms, it is 
not to be restrained to particular cases unless that construction grow out of the context expressly 
or by necessary implication. The words are to be taken in their natural and obvious sense, 
and not in a sense unreasonably restricted or enlarged. 
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