CONTROLLING LEGAL PRINCIPLES

Free Exercise Clause Decision — The “Contemplation of Justice

Steward Mach. Co. v. Collector, 301 U.S. 548 (1937)
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“We are told that the relation of employment is one so essential to the pursuit of
happiness that it may not be burdened with a tax.” 301 u.s. 548, 579 (1937) Emphasis added

“Every rebate from a tax, when conditioned upon conduct, is in some measure a
temptation; but motive or temptation is not equivalent to coercion. P. 301 U. S. 589.”

“If it be true to say that a power akin to undue influence may be exerted by the national
Government on the States, the location of the point at which pressure turns into compulsion, and
ceases to be inducement, would be a question of degree -- at times, perhaps, of fact”

"Every tax is in some measure regulatory. To some extent, it interposes an economic impediment
to the activity taxed as compared with others not taxed."

Sonzinsky v. United States, supra. In like manner, every rebate from a tax when conditioned
upon conduct is in some measure a temptation. But to hold that motive
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or temptation is equivalent to coercion is to plunge the law in endless difficulties. The outcome
of such a doctrine is the acceptance of a philosophical determinism by which choice becomes
impossible. Till now, the law has been guided by a robust common sense which assumes the
freedom of the will as a working hypothesis in the solution of its problems. The wisdom of the
hypothesis has illustration in this case.



https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/301/548/case.html#589

	Free Exercise Clause Decision – The “Contemplation of Justice”
	Steward Mach. Co. v. Collector, 301 U.S. 548 (1937)

