CONTROLLING LEGAL PRINCIPLES

Free Exercise Clause Decision — The “Contemplation of Justice”
Palko v. Connecticut, 302 U.S. 319 (1937)

We reach a different plane of social and moral values when we pass to the
privileges and immunities that have been taken over from the earlier
articles of the federal bill of rights and brought within the Fourteenth

Amendment by a process of absorption. These, in their origin, were effective against
the federal government alone. If the Fourteenth Amendment has absorbed them, the process of
absorption has had its source in the belief that neither liberty nor Justice would exist if they were

sacrificed. Twining v. New Jersey, supra, p. 211 U. S. 99. [Footnote 4] This i1s true, for
Illustration, of freedom of thought, and speech.
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Of that freedom one may say that it is the matrix, the
Indispensable condition, of nearly every other form of
freedom. With rare aberrations, a pervasive recognition of
that truth can be traced in our history, political and legal.
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