CONTROLLING LEGAL PRINCIPLES

Free Exercise Clause Decision — The “Contemplation of Justice”

Adderly v. Florida, 385 U.S. 39 (1966)
o WL
o

In modern times, also, such arrests are usually sought to be justified by some legitimate function
of government. [Footnote 2/4] Yet, by allowing these orderly and civilized
protests against injustice to be suppressed, we only increase the forces
of frustration which the conditions of second-class citizenship are
generating amongst us.

[Footnote 2/1]

"Where would we really find the principal danger to civil liberty in a republic? Not in the governors
as governors, not in the governed as governed, but in the governed unequipped to function as

governors. The chief enemies of republican freedom are mental sloth, conformity,
bigotry, superstition, credulity, monopoly in the market of ideas, and utter,

benighted ignorance. Relying as it does on the consent of the governed, representative
government cannot succeed unless the community receives enough information to grasp public
issues, and make sensible decisions.

"The rights of free speech and assembly, while fundamental in our democratic society, still do not
mean that everyone with opinions or beliefs to express may address a group at any public place
and at any time. The constitutional guarantee of liberty implies the existence of an organized
society maintaining public order, without which liberty itself would be lost in the excesses of
anarchy. . . . A group of demonstrators could not insist upon the right to cordon off a street, or
entrance to a public or private building, and allow no one to pass who did not agree to listen to
their exhortations.”

379 U.S. at 379 U. S. 554-555.
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