
 

 
 

'The essential thrust of the First Amendment is to prohibit 
improper restraints on the voluntary public expression of 
ideas; it shields the man who wants to speak or publish 
when others wish him to be quiet. 
 

"Exposure of the self to others in varying degrees is a concomitant 
of life in a civilized community. The risk of this exposure is an 
essential incident of life in a society which places a primary value 
on freedom of speech and of press. 'Freedom of discussion, if it 
would fulfill its historic function in this nation, must embrace 
all issues about which information is needed or appropriate 
to enable the members of society to cope with the exigencies 
of their period.'" Time, Inc. v. Hill, 385 U. S., at 388 (quoting 
Thornhill v. Alabama, 310 U. S. 88, 102 (1940)).21 
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